Leader National Championships – Dell Quay SC

29-30 July 2006

Perfect sailing conditions gave competitors an exhilarating two day’s racing in this year’s Leader Class Association National Championships at Dell Quay on 29-30 July -  finishing with  a screaming reach in Force 5 winds and hot sunshine.

The event attracted visiting boats from as far as Shoreham, Milton Keynes, St Albans and Melton Mowbray as well as contestants from the home club.  Last year’s National Champions, Chris and Jane Wharmby were there to defend their title.

Three races took place on Saturday. Local team, Mike Fitzgerald and Tim Dormer won the first, Chris and Jane Wharmby the second – and the third was a ‘photo finish’ with the Wharmbys crossing the line 1 second ahead of Fitzgerald and Dormer.  Racing further down the fleet was also very close with Roger Wilson and Alex Gooders finishing slightly ahead of Paul and Helen Dickinson and Roger Morse and Ashley Smith.

In Sunday’s racing the stronger winds saw some reefed sails and a few capsizes.  Scott and Matt Fitzgerald from Dell Quay SC put in a great performance, recovering well from several dunkings and went on to win the Bossy Phelps Trophy for Endeavour.

A long race down to Longmore Buoy and back gave the fleet some wonderful spinnaker reaches, and was won by the Wharmbys.  The final race saw Mike Fitzgerald and Tim Dormer in the lead again, followed by Paul and Helen Dickinson.

The whole fleet enjoyed a great weekend and extended sincere thanks to all at Dell Quay SC for their warm hospitality.

Overall results were:

1st   Chris and Jane Wharmby, 1083, Milton Keynes SC

2nd  Mike Fitzgerald and Tim Dormer, 555, Dell Quay SC

3rd  Paul and Helen Dickinson, 1255, Melton Mowbray SC

4th  Roger Wilson and Alex Gooders, 1157, Sussex YC

5th  Roger Morse and Ashley Smith, 118, Welwyn Garden City SC

6th  Scott and Matt Fitzgerald, 331, Dell Quay SC

