Sail Has Right of Way Over Car – Chichester Sailing/Camping Event

We were enjoying a leisurely sail back from a pleasant lunch at one of the harbour side pubs when we were surprised to see a car motoring up the creek. The amphibious car looked strangely out of place as it drove up tide through the moorings. We headed in for a closer look, unfortunately the effects of tide and fluky wind put us in the cars path and despite our best attempts to steer clear the car hit us in the transom. It was not a serious collision so we both went our own ways exchanging mutual apologies. Can you imagine the insurance claim if more damage was sustained. ‘I had just left the pub and was sailing along when this car hit me. His brakes were obviously waterlogged!’

Apart from that little incident we had a great weekend at this year’s Leader Sailing/Camping event. I arrived Saturday morning to join Chris & Jane Wharmby, Mike & Val Sherwen along with son Tom and friend also a couple with a Laser two and a scout master and scout with a Pacer. My top crew, Tim ‘the cat’, had arrived with his family on the Friday evening. The others had arrived midweek but bad weather had prevented them from doing much sailing. Fortunately the rain that had spoiled the early part of the week had cleared on Friday leaving a dry sunny weekend. 

The camping facilities at Cobnor that had been arranged by Mike Sherwen were excellent, with the Leader’s having their own exclusive part of the campsite. On the Saturday we had a great sail from Cobnor up the Emsworth channel to Langstone. The number and types of dinghies and yachts in the harbour is a beautiful sight on a warm sunny day. We were often impressed with the modern skiff type dinghies flying past with both helm and crew out on the wire. It was also good to see the old wooden racing yachts from Itchenor doing battle in the harbour. 

After sailing for about two and half hours we arrived at our lunch stop and all moored up next to the Royal Oak at Langstone. The Royal Oak is a lovely pub right in the harbour and features in several calendars because of its enviable position. After enjoying a pleasant lunch in the pub garden we left shortly after high tide. We sailed back towards East Head with the tide, then battled our way against the tide back up the channel to Cobnor. 

After a short rest it was all hands to the pump to get the BBQs fired up. Later that evening we all enjoyed a sumptuous BBQ organised by Tim’s wife, Grace. The next day as morning broke those who woke up early enough were rewarded with a superb view. Cobnor is in a lovely setting and looking out over the creek at low tide it was very quiet and tranquil, offering real ‘picture post card’ views in all directions. Looking up the creek is the beautiful harbour village Bosham with the South Downs in the background. Looking down the creek is another ‘view to die for’ of Itchenor with a foreground of moored yachts. I can recommend it to any budding artist. 

As the tide came in and gave us sufficient water, we set off from Cobnor at around 10.30 and struggled up tide to East Head where we had a short stop on the beach. We met another Leader at East Head and Jane and Chris stayed to chat. We set off before high tide, determined to sail the length of the harbour to our home club Dell Quay. We arrived at Dell Quay just before high tide and had time to enjoy a swift half. 

As the tide turned we then headed back down the harbour past Itchenor and Cobnor to Bosham where we met up with the Sherwen Family who had arrived earlier after failing to beat up tide to East Head with Tom and friend in the Topper. Tom had tied his Topper to the street sign at high tide, which looked a little strange as the water had receded! 

Bosham is a very interesting harbour village where the car park and surrounding roads flood at each high tide. It’s not unusual to see a car up to it’s roof in water at high tide where the owner has ignored the signs warning that the car park floods at high tide. We left Bosham and headed back to Cobnor. I would estimate we sailed about 10-12 miles on the Saturday and around 16 miles on the Sunday. That’s not bad for two days sailing in light winds. 

To those of you who missed it you missed a really good weekend. The Leader was designed as a dual-purpose cruising/racing dinghy and it’s in its element at these events. It would be great to see more new faces at these events and I would encourage you to make the effort to attend in 2004. I guarantee you won’t be disappointed, the only thing I can’t guarantee is the weather! Oh and watch out for amphibious cars!
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