plary mainstream, British catamaran

design I would be hard pressed to bet-
ter the work of Pat Patterson. His craft are
straightforward, honest, well engineered
and owe little or nothing to the whims of
contemporary fashion or racing, and his
Summer Twins 28 is certainly no exception.
But now prospective owners have a choice
of either a standard sloop-rigged Summer
Twins or one sporting an AeroRig. And it
was the opportunity to sail both, side-by-
side that sent me down to Foss Quay at
Millbrook, where they are built under the
watchful eye of Pip Patterson, Pat’s son, at
the Multihull Centre.

Pat is still perhaps best known as the
designer of the Heavenly Twins of which a
number have successfully completed world
circumnavigations. Looking at both the
Heavenly and Summer Twins it’s easy to
see the differences. For although they both
have bridgedeck cabins, visually they are a
lot different and certainly, the hull sections
are completely dissimilar. But look at inter-
vening designs and you can see a very dis-
tinct development that first introduced chine
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knuckles into the forward sections which
in the Summer Twins became full-length
knuckles just above the load water line.

These not only deflect spray and waves
away from the hulls but also provide an con-
siderable quantity of reserve buoyancy
which acts immediately a hull is either
buried into a wave or is pressed by a heavy
gust of wind. They also allow a relatively
wide beam in the area of the accommoda-
tion whilst maintaining a slim waterline
beam for good performance.

First impressions
There are, in fact, three sizes of Summer
Twins: the 25, 28 and 34. Having seen all

three, it’s my personal opinion that the
Summer Twins 28 is perhaps the prettiest,
but even so, when I first saw our test boats
tied up alongside the landing stage at Foss
Quay, they didn’t strike me as being the
most beautiful cats I had ever seen. But
there are times when first impressions are
deceiving, and this was positively one of
them. But one impression that remained
firmly fixed was that of the successful mar-
rying between the Summer Twins and
Carbospars’ AeroRig. They really did look
made for one another.

Once we had cast off the shore lines and
found our way into clear water my initial
assessment of their lack of aesthetic appeal
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