does the work and as the boat comes onto
the new course, both rudder and tab
centralise. As our steering system in-
corporated a gearbox, pressure on one
rudder would not backdrive the whole
system, so the tie bar connecting the two
rudders was separated. The trim tab and
one rudder steered the boat, and the
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Four months in the Windies passes
quickly and it’s always easy to have an-
other rum punch and put off the job till
tomorrow. Well tomorrow came at the
end of May when we had to prepare to
sail to the Azores, and we were still
without self steering gear. If the budget
didn’t allow the purchase in Britain, it

Gate hinges
bolted through

Steel plate about
1/5 of rudder area

87






